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LICENSING REGULATORY SUB-COMMITTEE

Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Sub-Committee held 
in the District Council Chamber - South Lakeland House, on Monday, 5 March 2018, at 
10.00 a.m.

Present

Councillors 

Alvin Finch John Holmes Helen Irving

Officers

Una Bell Assistant Committee Services Officer
Patrick Cantley Licensing Officer
Nicola Hartley Senior Solicitor
Fiona Inston Public Protection Manager

LRS/54 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

RESOLVED – That Councillor John Holmes be elected Chairman for the meeting.

LRS/55 APOLOGIES AND RECONSTITUTION OF MEMBERSHIP 

There were no apologies and there had been no change in the membership of the Sub-
Committee and, therefore, no reconstitution was necessary.

LRS/56 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interest were raised.

LRS/57 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS 

RESOLVED – That it be noted that there are no excluded items on the Agenda.

LRS/58 INTRODUCTIONS 

The Chairman made introductions and read out the procedure for the meeting.

LRS/59 APPLICATION TO LICENSE A HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE CONTRARY TO 
INTENDED USE POLICY DS09 17/18 

The Licensing Officer presented a report which requested consideration of an application 
from hackney carriage proprietor, Mr Abdul Rehman, to substitute his current hackney 
carriage vehicle licence with a new vehicle. The applicant had stated on his application 
that he intended to work outside of the administrative area of South Lakeland District 
Council. If granted, the Council would be required, in this instance, to dispense with the 
current Intended Use and Licensing of its Hackney Carriages Policy.
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In response to a question from Mr Rehman, the Licensing Officer confirmed that Mr 
Rehman had surrendered his hackney vehicle licence plates and that they had not been 
revoked by South Lakeland District Council.

In response to a question from a Member the Licensing Officer confirmed that the 
Intended Use and Licensing of Hackney Carriages Policy came into effect in 2017.

Mr Rehman presented his case and informed the Sub-Committee that he had held a 
licence for six years and been unaware of the new policy and that there were a number of 
other drivers who worked outside of the area.

In response to questions from the Licensing Officer and members of the Sub-Committee, 
Mr Rehman confirmed that he worked full-time in Manchester and had never worked in 
the administrative area of South Lakeland District Council. However, since surrendering 
his plates he had not been working. He also confirmed that he had applied for a hackney 
vehicle licence in Manchester six months ago but that there was a long waiting list.

Note – The Sub-Committee passed a resolution to adjourn the meeting to exclude the 
applicant, in making its decision, pursuant to Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 
1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 
2006 by virtue of the paragraph indicated:-

Paragraph 5 – Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could 
be maintained in legal proceedings.

The Sub-Committee, supported by the Senior Solicitor, then withdrew to consider the 
circumstances put forward and subsequently reconvened to deliver the decision. 

Having heard the facts of the case, and having heard the representations made by the 
applicant, the Sub-Committee considered the circumstances put forward and

RESOLVED – That Mr Rehman’s application for a hackney carriage vehicle licence be 
refused on the following grounds:-

(1) On 30th January 2018 Mr Rehman made application for a Hackney Carriage 
Vehicle Licence. In the application Mr Rehman proposed to surrender his current Hackney 
Carriage Vehicle Licence for HCV786 and substitute it with a new vehicle. Mr Rehman is 
the current proprietor of HCV786, a Peugeot Expert bearing the registration KN59 XOY. 
He seeks to replace this vehicle with a Volkswagen Transporter, registration GL15TFZ 
and maintain the same Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licence number. 

Mr Rehman has stated that he intends to work for a business based in Manchester and 
his application therefore falls outside of the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing 
Policy 2017.  This has implications from an enforcement perspective as this Licensing 
Authority cannot effectively ensure Mr Rehman adheres to the Terms and Conditions 
attached to his Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licence. Furthermore, Licensing Officers 
covering other areas outside the geographic boundaries of this District would not have any 
power to take enforcement action in respect of Mr Rehman’s hackney carriage licence 
conditions. Ultimately, this situation undermines licensing processes that are in place to 
ensure the safety of the public; and  

(2) The Policy of the Council on the Intended Use and Licensing of Hackney 
Carriages states at Appendix X (Appendix B to the report)
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1.1 The Licensing Authority wishes to ensure that applications for the grant of 
hackney carriage licences are determined in accordance with the guidance given 
by the High Court in its judgment, and the declaration made in the case of 
Newcastle City Council v Berwick upon Tweed Council [2008].   

5.1 Applicants seeking the grant of hackney carriage licence for a vehicle intended 
to replace another licensed vehicle will be asked to inform the council of their 
intended use of the vehicle. There will be a presumption that applicants who no 
longer intend to ply for hire to a material extent within the administrative area of 
South Lakeland District Council will not have the new hackney carriage licence 
granted. Even where the applicant intends to ply for hire to a material extent in the 
administrative area of South Lakeland, if the intention is to trade in another 
authority’s area also for a substantial amount of time (and it appears that the 
purpose of the legislation and public safety will be frustrated) then, subject to the 
merits of the particular case, there will be a presumption that the application will be 
refused.

Note - The applicant was informed of his right to appeal to the Magistrates Court within 21 
days following notification of the Licensing Regulatory Sub-Committee’s decision.

The meeting ended at 10.54 a.m.


